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INTRODUCTION
The provision of housing for mid to lower-level
income groups remains a national challenge.

To meet the volume required of this ever-growing
demand, current solutions remain shackled to
cost-effective materials and labour.

Unfortunately, this often goes hand-in-hand with
rudimentary design and sub-optimal use of space. 

This challenge is not unique to South Africa. And this
is not to say there have not already been many attempts
to resolve the challenge.

Both internationally and locally, architects and designers have proposed solutions.
Alternate building materials and methods have been suggested, tested and used.

Yet, the defaults, of little block houses in rows
stretching across the landscape or clusters of
apartment buildings, prevail. 

PREAMBLE
Coega Special Economic Zone established in 1999, is adjacent to the modern deep-water 
port of Ngqura, a transhipment hub facilitating trade and access to an international market.

Along with new employment opportunities, resulting in the population growth of the region, there will always be 
a demand for the creation of new spaces and places where people need to live and play.



BRIEF
The Coega Development Corporation has issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) to assist in providing a design for a 
mixed-use residential and retail space. The residential units of various sizes are to accommodate the need 
for housing located within close proximity to the various areas where workers are employed, incurring minimal 
unnecessary costs for travel.

Your design proposal must rede� ne the market’s perceptions and expectations of housing in this category, providing 
a “real-world solution to a real-world problem.” Your solution must be regarded as the new innovative footprint for 
future developments of similar nature, the next evolutionary step in housing the masses.

The proposed site and structures located on it has no heritage impact and will allow for more � exibility within your 
design proposal.

Existing structures on the property are to be retained and the design proposal showing integration of these modular 
units and on their own, are required.

An understanding of the site context and location need to be carefully considered.

Unit sizing is to be in accordance with current standards used in the industry ranging from 12m² - 30m²,
allowing for future expansion to the modular unit types.

The roof of the extant structure may be lifted and or modi� ed as required to
accommodate your design solution.

Special attention must be paid to maximising space through the use of
smart / multi-purpose / modular design solutions
for both structures and furniture.

In terms of budget, your residential space needs to � t within the
“affordable housing” category.
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REQUIREMENTS
PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS

a)    SITE & SURROUNDS
•       Location
•       Orientation
•       Access (pedestrian and vehicular)
•       Future Expansion
•       Common Areas for Social Activities
•       Provision of “Green Lungs” that allow the development to breathe and double up as provision
         of food security

b)    RESIDENTIAL UNITS
•       Layout, showing � exibility
•       Interface with adjoining units
•       Lighting & Services to units

c)    EATERY & RETAIL COMPONENTS
•       Location and relationship with Residential components
•       Access & visibility from outside of the property

Your design proposal must show:
•       Every element listed in the brief above
•       An understanding of the context, properties and limitations of the site, by incorporating them into your design
•       New alternative building methods that should be considered innovative
•       Interesting and innovative use of PG Bison products to facilitate the look and feel of your design, be it moveable  
         furniture and / or interior � ttings and / or � xtures. 

  o  PG Bison product use may not be limited to the use of � xtures and � ttings only.
             The products are required to be used as part of the internal layout of the unit encouraging new uses
             and promoting a further development of the product range.
         o The use of PG Bison’s products must be clearly indicated on your entry.
         o The product selection should be based on its intended use and whether it is “� t for purpose”,
             providing longevity with an aesthetic and tactile appearance. 
         o The use of various other materials in conjunction with PG Bison products is encouraged.

SITE
Your site is located at: 
Derilect Nursery School
MM Maku and Tynira Street Motherwell
Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth)



CONSIDERATIONS
Using compact and modular design should not be an excuse for dehumanising mid to lower-level income groups’ 
housing. Your innovative design must marry economic viability, social integration and environmental 
and sustainability sensitivity with the aspirational nature of the target market. 
•       Cost effectiveness, use of recycled materials, reducing the carbon footprint.
•       Financial viability of the overall cost per unit, resulting in a formula that could be implemented in other areas 
         with similar requirements.

Be mindful of the following to provide an optimum solution:
•       Locality
•       Orientation
•       View
•       Light
•       Proportion
•       Scale
•       Surroundings
•       Interaction
•       Privacy

In designing the residential space, consider
innovative ways to maximise the space effectively. 
•       Consider modular systems that allow the
        reconfi guration of the space and ease of
        construction, as user needs change. The ability
         of the units to be modi� ed / extended as the needs
         to the family living in it, changes over time.

In designing the eatery and retail
components, consider your target market’s
practical and aspirational requirements.

Your overall design should have a unique style that is aspirational.
•       Consider the Eastern Cape weather conditions
         in your design.

Other factors to consider
•       Environmental impact on surroundings
•       Security
•       Vandalism
•       Health and safety compliance
•       SANS 10400 compliance
•       Involvement of local skilled and unskilled labour force
•       Repurposing of other materials
•       Prevention of over-densi� cation of areas
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PRIZES
1st Prize

R50 000 cash for the winner
R50 000 cash for the lecturer

2nd Prize
R25 000 cash

3rd Prize
R10 000 cash

Remaining seven Top Ten Finalists
R2 000 cash each 

THOUGHT 
STARTERS
•    Think about and design for your target market, their requirements and their aspirations.
•    How does the site and its context inform your design? 
•    How do the two topics above inform your concept and how does your concept tie the user experience
      in with the site? 
•    Consider environmentally responsible and sustainable materials and methods,
      but do not fall into the trap of gimmickry. There are practical and economic considerations too.  
•    Do not � xate on whether this is an architectural or interior design brief. Rather use your strengths to design
      the experience, considering the internal and external needs to execute against the brief.

RESOURCES
Details are available at www.1sixoneeight.co.za

including the brief, photographs, drawings and other links.
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SUBMISSION
FORMAT AND 
REQUIREMENTS
•    Your entry must be presented on 3 x A2-sized pages.
•    Any explanatory notes must be kept to a minimum and should not exceed 100 words and must be included   
      within the entry. 

o    Remember, this is a design competition, not a literary one. 
•    Please clearly indicate the page number order and directional � ow (horizontal or vertical) to ensure your entry
      is displayed to the judges as you intended.
•    Your submission will need to be uploaded digitally to the competition website before the competition closing date.
•    Your submission will be required to be uploaded in both JPEG and PDF format.

The following information will be required at the time of uploading your submission:
•    Student’s name and surname
•    Name of institution
•    Lecturer’s name and surname
•    Contact telephone number of the institution
•    Contact telephone number of the lecturer

PLEASE
NOTE

Judging is anonymous.
Do not place any of your personal

or your education institution’s details
within the borders or body of your

entry, as this will result in your entry
being disquali� ed.

No correspondence
will be entered into.
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TERMS & 
CONDITIONS
Submission deadline

FRIDAY
26 August 2022

No late submissions will be considered.

Address for electronic submission is https://entries.1sixoneeight.co.za/

•    Entry submissions remain the property of the PG Bison 1.618 Education Initiative.
•    No prizes are transferable.
•    Prizes are awarded at the discretion of the judging panel and competition organiser.
•    The values of the prizes are at the discretion of the competition organiser and can be amended from time to time.

CONTACT 
DETAILS
Lian Markham
Communications Manager
011 897 5200
082 458 2595
lmarkham@pgbison.co.za
www.1sixoneeight.co.za
www.pgbison.co.za
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